
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

NEWPORT FIELD HOCKEY 
Policies and Procedures 

2014-2015 
 

Philosophy and Purpose 

 In partnership with athlete, parent/guardian and coaching staff, we will unite to foster 
success in an honest and sportsmanlike manner by teaching our athletes positive attitudes and 
safe and appropriate standards of behavior. A sample of these includes sportsmanship, 
citizenship, scholarship, responsibility, reliability, dependability, integrity, self- discipline, self-
esteem, teamwork, and commitment to servicing and improving themselves and those around 
them. 

Athletic Beliefs 

Ø Coaches will teach knowledgeable skills, promote proper sportsmanship, and provide a 
safe playing environment  

Ø Coaches will display attributes and personal qualities that the profession demands. 
Ø Athletes will contribute to the community by engaging in activities to help make our 

community a better place to live and associate. 
Ø Parents/guardians play a vital role in the development of the student/athlete. We also 

believe that it is important for all parents to attend a mandatory policy meeting. This will 
help insure that they understand the philosophy, rules and regulations of Newport Field 
Hockey. 

Ø Playing under code of good sportsmanship fosters enjoyment and participation in 
athletics, maximizes athletic ability, and helps individuals strive for personal and team 
success. 

Ø Any use of tobacco, alcohol, and other illegal drugs/substances, or any use of profanity 
on the field, in the school, or in the community is intolerable. We hold a strict zero 
tolerance policy. 
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Responsibilities of Student-Athletes/Parents/Guardians 
 

1. All Newport athletes represent not only themselves but also their families, school, 
community, and this program. Athletes are expected to display appropriate and 
acceptable standards of sportsmanship and behavior-on and off the field, in and out of 
school. 

2. All school discipline rules and regulations apply to student-athletes at all competitions, 
practices, and during travel to and from events. 

3. Athletes are responsible for their belongings at competitions, practices, etc. Newport is 
not responsible for any lost or stolen objects. 

4. Athletes must participate in selected mandatory team fundraisers that help raise money 
for the team equipment, gear, etc. 

5. Athletes must adhere to Newport High School’s eligibility requirements. 
6. An athlete will abstain from all use of drugs, alcohol or other harmful substances: Any 

offense will result in forfeiture of playing opportunities for the remainder of the season. 
7. Cell phones are to be off and out of sight during practices, bus rides, and games. Cell 

phones will be collected prior to games and be returned in a respectable timely manner in 
order to contact parents/guardians for transportation needs. 

8. No person(s) should approach a coach during or after a game regarding issues of 
dissatisfaction or inquiry.  Contact a coach via email to set up a time and place for 
appropriate communication. 

9. If a situation/conflict occurs the athlete must first speak with the coach(s) first in regards 
to the matter, if not addressed appropriately parents may then request to speak with the 
coach but not until the athlete addresses the situation with the coach prior.   

10. Discussions with parents about playing time and/or playing position will not be 
entertained.  Players are encouraged to speak with the coach in regards to this matter. 

11. All players are expected to ride via school transportation to and from away games. 
Parent/guardian sign-out slips will be permitted for reasonable circumstances. Please use 
with discretion as the purpose is to promote team unity. 

12. All players are to wear their practice jersey (or comparable) to every practice.  This 
enhances team unity and makes practices more efficient and beneficial. 

13. Parents/Guardians and athletes are responsible for staying up-to-date with current 
schedule changes and expectations.  It is not the job of the coach to contact each player 
individually for confirmation of knowledge.  It is expected that athletes and 
parents/guardians check the website for information.   
 

www.NewportFieldHockey.webs.com 
www.ScheduleStar.com 
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Behavior Expectations for Student Athletes 
 

1.  An athlete who is suspended from school (in-school or out) will not play in the next 
game. 

2. An athlete who does not abide by established rules of her team by the coaching staff 
may be suspended or dismissed from the team. 

3. An athlete may not engage in an altercation of any kind (verbal or physical, including 
“trash-talking”) with another team member, opponent, official, or spectator during 
and practice or competition. 

4. Disrespect to any adult by an athlete is intolerable. This includes all school personnel 
(teachers, administrators, custodians, lunch room personnel, and substitutes). All 
athletes must understand that they are the leaders in the school and must conduct 
themselves accordingly. 

5. An athlete must provide in writing a note of planned absence at least two days prior to 
the absence; the absence must be approved by coaching staff. 

6. If an athlete is absent due to medical reasons, an excuse from a medical professional 
must be presented within three days of absence. 

7. If a player misses a practice without communicating to a coach prior to practice the 
player will be suspended from one game.  If a second offense the player will be asked 
to leave the team.  Emergency issues will be taken into account at the coaches 
discretion.  

Parents and athletes must recognize that coaches are granted broad discretion and autonomy over 
general team matters, including roster selection, participation, playing time, selection of starting 
athletes, recognition of athletes, and recommendations for award participants.  

Sideline Behavior 

Parents/Guardians are expected to maintain a positive sportsmanship approach towards all 
players, officials, coaches, and other families before, during, and after a game. Verbal or physical 
assaults on referees, players, coaches or other parents will not be tolerated and will be cause for 
suspension. In addition, it is important that parents avoid attempting to help coach players from 
the sideline. By adhering to this, one helps to reduce potential confusion created when players 
receive instructions from multiple sources.  Allowing coaches to be the sole source of instruction 
during a game ensures that the potential for player confusion and frustration is reduced.  It is 
very helpful if spectators maintain a very supportive and encouraging demeanor throughout all 
sporting events.  If a parent/guardian is asked to leave a scrimmage/game due to unsportsmanlike 
behavior they will not be allowed to attend the next home event and will be asked to give a 
written apology toward those affected.   
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Playing Time 

Newport Field Hockey does not have a policy on equal playing time for all players both at the 
varsity and junior varsity level.  Playing time is determined by several factors including: 
attendance at practices and games; attitude at practices and games and playing ability.  Age is not 
a factor.   Playing time and playing position is at the discretion of the coaching staff we will not 
entertain any questioning in regards to any issue.  It is certainly my hope to ensure everyone 
plays but is certainly not guaranteed.  

*Please understand your athlete may not play in games.  
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Contract Agreement 

By signing this contract, the Newport Field Hockey athlete and parent or guardian affirms they 
have read and understand all the rules, regulations, and expectations listed in this contract on 
pages 1-4.  Further, it is agreed that all athletes must abide by these rules. 

By signing this contract, the athlete and parent or guardian are advised that participation in this 
sport can be dangerous.  Furthermore, it is understood that no amount of protective equipment 
will fully eliminate potential injury.  Even under the safest and most secure conditions, some 
athletic activity can result in serious-even fatal-injury.   

Parents and supporters of Newport Field Hockey must realize that any interference with a game 
or participants of a game (athletes, coaches and officials) can result in disciplinary action.  Such 
actions may be taken against our athletes, our team, and parent-spectators.  Acceptable and 
appropriate sportsmanship is a fundamental component of our program and we will help insure 
that our athletes and parents always exhibit such exemplary conduct. 

By signing this agreement it is agreed that the correct form of communication will be followed; 
athlete speaks to the coach, then parent/guardian, then administration may be introduced.   Issues 
with playing time or playing position will not be entertained.   

Our signatures below indicate that we have read and agree to comply with the contents of the 
conduct, philosophy, and eligibility expectations herein.   

 

 

 

 
NEWPORT FIELD HOCKEY 

2014-2015 
 

Name of Athlete: ____________________________________________________________ 
      (Printed) 
 
Athlete Signature:_______________________________________  Date:_______________ 
 
 
Name of Parent/Guardian: ____________________________________________________ 
      (Printed) 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature:________________________________ Date: _______________ 
	  


